
VOL. VI.
The National Era id Published Weekly, on

Seventh Street, opposite Odd Fellow*' Hull.

TERMS.
Two dollar* per annum, payable in advance.
Advert i*uuiont* not exceeding ton linen innertod

three time* for one dollar; every *ubse<|uent innerlinn,twenty-five cent#.
til communications to the Em, whether on busier"of the paper or for publication, chould be addressedto (i. Baii.kV, Watiiingtoii, 1). C.

Bi n.i. k Bi.ancharu, Printers,
Siith Street, a few door* south of Penn. Avenue.

WASHINGTON, 1). C.
VREEDOM NATIONAL; SLAVERY SECTIONAL

SPEECH
or

I: |\. ( HAS. SUMNER. OF MASSACHUSETTS.
ON HIS MOTION

r "rav vnarrm stave BILL
iU ftUIA"

H THK

SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Thursday, August 26, 1852

lhf Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill hp

in* uadur consideration, tho following amendment

»* moved by the Cntlunittee on Finance:

That where the ministerial officers of the United
States havo or shall incur extraordinary expenses in

executing the laws thereof, the payment of which is

not specifically provideii lor, the President of the

United States is authorized to allow the payment
thereof, under tho special taxation of the district or

circuit court of the district in which the said services

have been or shall be rendered, to be paid from the

appropriation for defraying the expenses of the judiciary.'

Mr. .Sl'M.VKK moved the following amendment to

the amendment
Provided, That no such allowance shall be authorizedfor any expenses incurred in executing the

a of September Is, ltv>0, f..r the surrcuder of fugiti\.- front service or labor, which said act is hereby
repealed.
On this he took the floor, and spoke as follows:
Mr President: Here is a provision for extraordinaryexpenses incurred in executing the

laws ot the United States. Extraordinary expenses! Sir, heneath these HpcciouH words
lurks the very subject on which, by a solemn
vote of this body. I was refused a hearing.
Here it is; no longer open to the charge of
l»eing an "abstraction," but actually presented
for practical legislation not introduced by me,
hut bv one of the important committees of the
Senate: not brought forward weeks ago, when
there was ample time for discussion, but only
at this moment, without any reference to the
late period of the session. The amendment,
which 1 now offer, proposes to remove one chief
<ccasion of these extraordinary expenses
And now, at last, among these final crowded
days of our duties here, but at this earliest opportunity,1 am to l>e heard: not as a favor,
but as a right. The graceful usages of this
bodr may be abandoned, but the established
privileges of debate cannot lie abridged. Parliamentarycourtesy may lie forgotten, but Parliamentarylaw must prevail. The subject is
broadly bef ore the Senate. By the blessing ol
God. it shall be discussed.

Sir. a severe lawgiver of early Greece vainly
sought to secure )>ermanence for his imperfect
institutions, by providing that the citizen who.
at any time, attempted an alteration or repeal
of any part thereof, should appear in the publicassembly with a halter about his neck,
ready to he drawn if his proposition failed to
be adopted. A tyrannical spirit among us, in
unconscious imitation of this antique and discardedbarbarism, seeks to surround an offensiveinstitution with a similar safeguard. In the
existing distemper of the public mind and at
this present juncture, no man uan enter upon
the service which I now undertake, without a

personal responsibility, such as can be sustainedonly by that sense of duty which, under
God. is always our best support. That personalresponsibility I accept. Before the Senateand the country let mcbe held accountable
for this act. and for every word which I utter.
With me, sir, there is no alternative. Painfullyconvinced of the unutterable wrongs and

woes of slavery profoundly believing that, ac-
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and the sentiments of the fathers, it enn find
no place under our National Government.that
it is in every respect sectional, and in no resjiectnational.tTfiut it is always and everywhere the
creature and dependent of the States, and never
anywhere the creature or dependent of the
Nation, and that the Nation can never, by legislative»>r other act, impart to it any support,under the Constitution of the United States:
with these convictions, I could not allow this
session to reach its close, without making or

seising an opportunity to declare myself openly
against the usurpation, injustice, and cruelty,
of the late enactment by Congress for the recoveryof fugitive slaves. Full well I know,
sir. the difficulties of this discussion, arising
trum prejudices of opinion and from adverse
conclusions, strong and sincere as my own.
Full well I know that I am in a small minority.with few here to whom I may look for sympathyor support Full well 1 know that I
inust utter things unwelcome to many in this
l -dy. which I cannot do without pain. Full
wcli 1 know that the institution ot slavery in
our country, which 1 now proceed to consider,
»s as sensitive as it is powerful.possessing a

|s)wer to shake the whole land with a sensitivenessthat shrinks and trembles at the touch.
But. while these things may properly promptu»e to caution and reserve, they cannot changeiny duty, or my determination to perform it.
ror this I willingly forget myself, and all personal» (uisi''piencox idi<> fnvor and good-willof my fellow-citizens 0f my brethren of theSenate, sir.grateful to mo as it instlv is.1 am
reaaj, it required, to MCrifioe All that I am
or may lie. I trpely offer to thin cause.And here allow me. for one moment, to referto myself and my position. Sir, I have neverheen a politician. The slavo of principle**, Icall party master. By sentiment, cducation,and conviction, a friend of HumanKightx. in their utmost expansion. I have
ever most sincerely embraced the Democrat«'Idea; not, indeed, as represented or professedhy any party, hut according to ite real
s'?nitieance, as tranxfigured in the Declaration"f Independence. ami in the injunctions oiChristianity. In this Idea I saw no narrow advantagesmerely for individuals or classes, butthe sovereignty of the people and the greahsithappiness Ut all secured !>»' n,,n«l I- »- * tm/trf..'J "u,,unlth^ vicissitudes of public affairs, I trust alwaysto hold fast to thin Idea, and to any politicalI party which truly embraces it.Party does not constrain me: nor i* my ind<?pendcnoe lessened l>y any relations to the'llict* which gives me a title to l>e heard on thisB«ur. And here, air, I may apeak proudly. ByI o« effort, hy no desire of my own, I find myselfI a Viiator of the I'm ted States. Never lieforeI have I held puhlio office of any kind WithI the ainplo opportunities o( private life I wasH otcnt. \o tombstono for me could l>ear a^B Itirer inscription than this: " Here lieaone who,v<thout the honors or emoluments of publicstion. did something for his fellow man^ rooi such simple aspirations I was taken awayby the free choice of my native Commonwealth,acid placed in this responsible poet of duty,^B Without |NT.«(tual obligation of any kind, lie*'"1 what was implied in my life and publish*"' words. The earnest friends, by whose conti'f'occ 1 was first designated, asked nothinglr '" in*1, and, throughout the long conHictI Which ended in my election, rejoiced in the poBwhich I most carefully guarded. Tl all' ^{uan was uniform, that 1 did not desireI 1brought forward; that I would do uothiugH promote tin- result, that I had no pledges orproini*,,* to offer that the nffiee should seekI a°d not I the office: and that it should findin all respects an independent man, bound

*,
10 f'arty ttn<* 10 1,0 human but only,

. "rd>ng to my best judgment, to act for the*'"d of ttn Again, sir, I apeak with pride,lor myself and others, when 1 add that" avowals found a sympathising response.I ? "P1"' I come hare, and in thisW I .hall speak to-day.
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Rejoicing in my independence and claim-
ing nothing from party ties, 1 throw myself
upon the candor and magnanimity of the Sen-
ate. I now ask vour attention; but I trust
not to abuse it. I may speak strongly; for
I shall speak openly and from the strength
of my convictions. 1 may speak warmly:
for J shall speak from the heart. But in no

event can I forget the umenities which belongto debate, and which especially become
this body. Slavery I must condemn with my
whole soul; but hero I need only borrow the
language of slaveholders themselves: nor would
it accord with my habits or my sense of justice
to exhibit them as the impersonation of the in|stitution.Jetrerson calls it the "enormity".
which they cherish. Of them 1 do not speak
hut without fear and without favor, as without
impoachmentof aoy person, I assail thiswrong.
Again, sir, I may err; but it will be with the
Fathers. 1 plant myself on the ancient ways
of the Republic, with its grandest names, its
surest landmarks, and all its original altarfiresabout me.
And now, on the very threshold, I encounter

the objection that there is a final settlement, in
principle and substance, of the question of Slaivery, and that all discussion of it is closed.
Both the old political parties of theeoontrv. by
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tion. On a subject which for yearn ban agitatedthe public mind; which yet palpitates in
every heart and burns on every tongue; which,
in its immeasurable importance, dwarfs all
other subjects which, by its constant and giganticpresence, throws a shadow across these
Halls: which at this very moment calls for appropriationsto meet extraordinary expenses it
has caused, they have imposed the rule of silence.According to them. sir. we may sjieak
of everything except that alone, which is most
present in all our minds.
To this combined effort I might fitly reply,

that, with flagrant inconsistency, it challenges
the very discussion which it pretends to forbid.
Such a declaration, on the eve of an election,
is, of course, submitted to the consideration
and ratification of the people. Debate, inquiry,discussion, are the necessary consequence.Silence becomes impossible. Slavery,
which you profess to banish from the public
attention, openly by your invitation enters
e\ery political meeting and every political convention.Nay, at this moment it enters this
Senate, crying, like the daughters of the horseleech,"(Jive! give!"

nut mi unanimity of politicians can uphold
the baseless assumption, that a law, or any
conglomerate of laws, under the name of Compromise,or howsoever ealled. is final. Nothing
can be plainer than this; that, by no Parliamentarydevice or knot can any Legislature
tie the hands of a succeeding Legislature, so

as to prevent the full exercise of its constitutionalpowers. Each Legislature, under a just
sense of its responsibility, must judge for itself;and. if it think proper, it may revise or

amend, or absolutely undo the work of its predecessorsThe laws of the Medes and Persians
are proverbially said to have been unalterable;
but they stand forth in history as a single exampleof such irrational defiance of the true
principles of all law.
To make a law final, so as not to be reached

by Congress, is, by mere legislation, to fasten a

new provision on the Constitution. Nay, more;
it gives to the law a character which the very
Constitution does not possess. The wise fathers
did not treat the country as a Chinese foot,
never to grow after infancy; but, anticipating
Progress, they declared expressly that their
Groat Act is not final. According to the Constitutionitself, there is not one of its existing
provisions.not even that with regard to fugitivesfrom lal>or.which may not at all times
he reached by amcudment, and thus )>e drawn
into debati. This is rational and just. Sir,
nothing from man's hands, nor law. nor con-

stitutioo, can be final, Truth alone is final.
Inconsistent and absurd, thiH effort is tyrannicalalso. The responsibility for the recent

Slave Act and for Slavery everywhere within
the jurisdiction of Congress necessarily involves
the right to discuss them. To separate these
is impossible. Like the twenty-fifth rule of
the House of Representatives against petitions
on Slavery.now repealed and dishonored.
the Compromise, as explained and urged, is a

curtailment of the actual powers of legislation,and a per[>etual denial of the indisputableprinciple that the right to deliberate is coextensivewith the responsibility for an aet.
To sustain Slavery, it is now proposed to trampleon free speech. In any country thin would
be grievous; but here, where the Constitution
expressly provides against abridging freedom
of speech, it is a special outrage In vain do
we condemn the despotisms of Europe, while
we Iwirrow the rigors with which they repress
Liberty, and guard their own uncertain power.
For myself, in no factious spirit, hut solemnly
and in loyalty to the Constitution, as a Senator
of Massachusetts, I protest against this wrong.
On Slavery, as on'every other subject, I claim
the right to be heard. That right I cannot, I
will not abandon. " Givo me the liberty to
know, to utter and to argue freely, above all
liberties." These are the glowing words which
Hashed from the soul ol John Milton, in his
struggles with English tyranny. With equal
fervor they should l>e echoed now by every
American, not already a slave.

Hut. sir, this effort is impotent as tyrannical.
1'hc convictions of the heart cannot he repressed.The utterances of conscience must
bo heard. They break forth with irrepressible
might. As well attempt to cheok the tides of
Ocean, the currents of the Mississsppi, or the
rushing waters 01 Niagara. 1 no <iiscuH8jon 01

Slavery will proceed, wherever two or three
are gathered together.by the fireside, on the
highway, at the public meeting, in the church.
The movement against Slavery is from the
Everlasting Arm. Even now it is gathering
its forces, soon to lie confessed everywhere. It
may not yet be felt in the high places of office
and power; but all who can put their cars

humbly to the ground, w ill hear and comprehendits inccssnnt and advaiming tread,
The relations of the Government of the

United States.I speak of the National Government.toSlavery, though plain and obvious.are constantly misunderstood. A popular
belief at this moment makes Slavery a national
institution, and, of course, renders its support
a national duty. The extravagance ol this
error can hardly he surpassed. An institution,which our fathers most carefully omitted
to name in the Constitution, which, according
to the debates in the Convention, they Refused
to cover with any " sanction." and which, at
the original organization of the Government,
was merely lecttonal, existing nowhere on the
national territory, is now alwve all other things
blazoned as national. Its supporters plumethemselves as national. The old political parties.while upholding it, claim to be national
A National Whig is simply a Slavery Whig.
and a National Democrat in simply a Slavery
Democrat, in contradistinction to all who regardSlavery an a actional institution, within
the exclusive control of the State*, and with
which the nation has nothing to do.
An Slavery assumes to be national, so, by an

equally Grange perversion, Freedom is degradedto be sectional, and all who uphold it,
under the nationul Constitution, share this
same epithet The honest efforts to secure its
blessing*, everywhere within the jurisdiction
of Congress, are scouted us sectional; and this
cause, which the founders of our National
Government had so much at heart, is called
metionaltsm. These terms, now belonging to
tho commonplaces of political speech, are

adopted and misapplied r.y most persons withoutreflection. Rut herein is the power of Slavery.According to a curious tradition of the
French language, Louis XIV, the grand monarch,by an accidental error of speech, among
supple ooortiers, changed the gender of a noun;
but Slavery has done more U>aa this. It has
changed word for word. It has taught many
to say natiaiuil, instead of ttchunal, and tec-
IiohoI instead of national i

Slavery mUional! Sir, this is all a mistake
and absurdity, fit to take a place in some new I
coUUotion of Vulgar Krrora by some other Sir
Thomas Browne, with the anoient but explo4k
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ied stories, that the toad has a stone in its
head, and that ostriches digest iron. Accordingto the true spirit of the Constitution, and
the sentiments of the Fathers, Slavery and
not Freedom is sectional, while Freedom and
not Slavery is national On this unanswerable
proposition I take my stand. And here commencesmy argument.
The subject presents itself under two principalheads First, the true relations of the NationalGovernment to Slavery wherein it will

onjiear that there is no national fountain out
of which Slavery can be derived, and no nationalpower, under the Constitution, by which
it can be supported. Enlightened by this
general survey, we shall be prepared to consider,Secondly, lh» true nature of the provision
for the rendition of fugitives from lalior. and
herein especially the unconstitutional and offensivelegislation of Congress in pursuance
thereof.

I. And now for the true relations or the
National Government to Slavery. These
will be readily apparent, if we do not neglect
well-established principles.

If Slavery be national, if there l>e any power
in the National Government to uphold this institution.asi. the recent Slave Act.it must
he by virtue of the Constitution. Nor can it
be by mere inference, implication, or conjecture.
According to the uniform admission of courts
and jurists in Europe again anil again proniul
gated in our country, Slavery can be derived
only from clear and sjieoial recognition. " The
state of Slavery," said Lord Mansfield, pronouncingjudgment in the great ca«e of Somersett,"is of such a nature, that it is incapable
!» Imiiwv SnteAilnoAJ nrv nnn raOwitnd moral fir

proclamation of Liberty is first heard. " We
the People of the United States.'' says the Preamble,"in order to form a more perfect Union,
establishjustice, insure domestic tranquillity, providefor the common defence, promote the generalwelfare, and secure the blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.'' Thus, according to undeniable
words, the Constitution was ordained, not to
establish, secure, or sanction Slavery.not to

promote the special interests of sluvelinlders.
not to make Slavery national, in any way, form,
or manner butts) "establish justice," "promotethe general welfare," and "secure the
blessings of Liberty." Hero surely Liberty is
national

Semmtly Next in importance to the Preamblearc the explicit contemporaneous declarationsin the Convention which framed the Constitution.and elsewhere, expressed in dilferont
forms of language, but all tending to the same
conclusion By the Preamble, the Constitution
speaks for Freedom. By these declarations,
the Fathers speak as the Constitution a|>euks.
Early in the Convention. Oouvemour Morris,
of Pennsylvania, broke forth in the language of
an Abolitionist: "//< never would concur in

upholding domestic slavery. It was a nefarious
institution. It was the curse of Heaven on the
State where it prevailed." Oliver Ellsworth, of
Connecticut, said "The morality or wisdom of
Slavery are considerations Is-longing to the
tv. s.. A.i i if A .i: i.:ci
ruaies iiiciiiKiMMw /iccurumg 10 111in, cuivery

was sectional.
At a later day, a discussion ensued on tlio

clause touching the African slave trade, which
reveals the definitive purposes of the Convention.From the report of Mr. Madison we

learn what was said. Kl bridge Gerry, of Mm*suchusetts,' thought we had nothing to do
with the conduct of the States as to Slavery,
but we might to he careful not to give any sanctionto it.'' According to these words, he regardedSlavery as sectional, and would not
make it national. Kogcr M. Sherman, of Connecticut,"was opposed to any tax on slaves
iin|M>rted. as making the matter worse, because
it implied they were prope rty " He would not
have Slavery national. After debate, the subjectwas committed to a committee of eleven,
who subsequently reported a substitute, antheming"a tax on such migration or importation.at a rate not exceeding the average of dutieslaid on imports." This language, classify,
ing '»onv with merchandise, seemed to imply
a recognition that they were property. Mr.
Sherman at once declared himself "against
this part, as aeknowleilging men to be property,
by taxing them as such under the character of
slaves." Mr. Corham "thought Mr Sherman
should consider the duty not as implying that
slaves are property, but as a discouragement to

r " I n tl. ftl. I!
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mild juridical phraM?. "thought it wrong to tolmitin the Constitution the idea that there could
he property in man " Alter discussion, it was
filially agreed to make the clause read:

" Hut a tux or duty may ho imposed on iuch im(MirlatioD,not mcooding ton dollars for etn-A prrton."
The difficulty seethed then to l»e removed, and
the whule clause was adopted Thin recorddemonatratee that the word u persons'' was
employed in order to show that slaves, everywhereunder the Constitution, were always to
lie regarded as persons, and not as property, and
thus to exclude from the Constitution all idea
that there can be projierty in man. Remember
well, that Mr. Sherman was optswed to the
clause in its original form, '-as acknowledging
men to be propertythat Mr. Madison was

also opposed to it, because he " thought it
wrong to admit in the Constitution the idea
that there could be property in nton;" and
that, after these objections, the olause was so

amended an to exclude the idea But {Slavery
cannot be national, unless this idea is distinctlyand unequivocally admitted into the Constitution
Nor is this all. In the Massachusetts Cuu-

political, but only by positive laic. It in no

odious, that nothing can be suffered to support it
hut positive law.".(Howell's State Trials,
vol. 20, p. 82.) And a slaveholding tribunal,
tho Supreme Court of Mississippi, adopting the
same principle, has said:

" Slavery is condemned by reason and tho laws of
nature. It oxists and can exist only through inunioijialregulations." . (Hurry vs. Derier, Walker R,
42.)
And another slaveholding tribunal, the SupremeCourt of Kentucky, has said:

" We view this as a right existing by fsisitive law
of a municipal character, without foundation in the
law of nature or tho unwritton and common law.".
(Hanlcin vs. Lydia, 2 Marshall, 471).)
Of course every power to uphold Slavery
must have an origin as distinct as that of Slaveryitself. Every presumption must he as

strong against such a power as against Slavery.
A power so peculiar and offensive, so hostile
to reason, so repugnant to the law of nature
and tho inhorn Rights of Man which despoils
its victims of the fruits of their labor which
substitutes concubinage for marriage; which
abrogates the relation of parent and child ;
which, by a denial of education, abases the intellect,prevents a true knowledge of (Jod, and
murders the very soul which, amidst a plausiblephysical comfort, degrades man. created in
tho divine image, to the level of a beast;.such
a power, so eminent, so transcendent, so tyran-
nical, ro unjust, can find no place in any systemof Government, unless liy virtue of positive
sanction. It can spring from no doubtful
phrases. It must bo declared by unambiguous
words, incapable of a double sense.

Slavery. I now repeat, is not mentioned in
tho Constitution. The name Slave does not
pollute this Charter of our Liberties No ' positive''language gives to Congress any power to
make a Slave or to hunt a Slave. To find even
any seeming sanction for either, we must travel,
with doubtful footsteps, beyond its express letter,into the region of interpretation. Hut here
are rules which cannot be disobeyed. With
electric might for Freedom, they send a pervasiveiullucncu though everj provision, clause,
and word of the Constitution. Kaeh and all
make Slavery impossible as a national institution.They efface from the Constitution every
fountain out of which it can be derived.

First and foremost, is the Preamble. This
discloses the prevailing objects and principles
oftheConstitution. Thisis the vestibule through
which all must pass, who would enter the sacredtemple. Here are the inscriptions by
which they are earliest impressed. Here they
first catch the genius of too place. Here the
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vention, to which the Constitution, when completed,was submitted fo^ ratification. a veteran
of the Revolution, General Heath, openly de-
* .1*1 VI mat, m iuiunig w* uifl vm*w. *MilYPrV W a*
sectional. and not national Hi* language was
|*»inted. "I apprehend." he say*. ''that it i*
not in our power to do anything for or againstthose tcho are in Slavery in tin Southern States.
N'o gentleman within the**' wall* detest* everyidea of Slavery more than I do it i* generallydetested by the j>eople of this Commonwealth
and I ardently hope the time will soon come,
when our brethren in the Southern State* will
view it a* wo do, and put a stop to it; but to
thiswe have no right to comjel them Two
quest ion* naturally arise If ire ratify the
Constitution, shall we do anything hy our act to
hold the blacks in Slavery.or shall we become
partakers of other men's tins' I think neither
of them

Afterward*, in the first Congrcs* under the
Constitution, on a motion, which wa* much debated,to introduce into the Impost Bill.a duty
on the importation of slaves, the same Roger
M. Sherman, who in the National Convention
had opposed the idea of property in man. authoritativelyexpoeed the true relations df the
Constitution to SUverv tie language
that ''the Constitution <lo<* not consider those
persons as projierty; it speaks of them as persons."

'i'hus distinctly and constantly, from the very
lips of the framers of the Constitution, wo learn
t he falsehood of the recent assumptions in favor
of Slavery and in derogation of Freedom.

Thirdly. According to a familiar rule of interpretation,all luws concerning the same matter,in part materia, are to he construed together.Bv the same reason, tit grand politicalacts of the Nation are to be construed together,
giving and receiving light lrom each other.
Karlicr than the Constitution was the Declarationof Independence, embodying, in immortal
words, those primal truths to which our country
pledged itself with its baptismal vows as a Nation."We hold these truths to be self-evident,"says the Nation, "that all men are createde<|ual, that they are oadowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights that
among them are life, liberty, md the pursuit of
happiness; that to secure these rights governmentsant instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the
governed." But this docs ant stand alone.
There is another national act «f similar import.
On the successful close of the Revolution, the
Continental Congress, in nn address to the
jieople, repeated the same lofty truth. " I.et it
he remembered," said the Nation again, "that
it has ever been the prida and the boast of
America, that the rights for which she has contendedwere the rights of human nature. By
the blessing of the Author of these rights, they
have prevailed over all opposition, and kohm
tin; basis of thirteen independent States."
Such were the acts of tho Nation in its united
capacity Whatever may he the privileges of
States in their individual capacities, within
their several local jurisdictions, no power can
ho attributed to the Nation, in the absence of
positive, unequivocnl grant. inconsistent with
these two national declarations. Here, sir. is
the national heart the national soul, thjyuntionalwill, the national voice, which mu^inspiroour interpretation of theCsnstitutioii. and
enter into and diffuse itself through all the nationallegislation. Thus again is Freedom
national.

Fourthly. Beyond these is a principle ol
the common law, clear und indisputable, a

supremo rule of interpretation from which in
this case there can be no appeal. In any tpiestionunder the Constitution every word n to hi
construed tn favor of liberty. This rule, whicl
commends itself to the natural reason, is sus
t uixo-i Vijr time V>-i n.:r earti

jurisprudence. Blackstono aptly expresses it
when he says, that "the law is always ready t
catch at anything in favor of liberty.''.(2
Black. Com., 94 ) The rule is repeated in va

rious forms. Favoren ampliaiuli sunt; odi
restrtneentla. Favors are to he amplified
hateful things to ho restrained. l*ex Anglo
est lex miser icordnr. The law of Knglaml i
a law of mercy. Anglvt jura in omni cast

liheftati ilantJ'avorem. The laws of Kngland it

every case shew favor to liberty. And thii
sentiment breaks forth in natural, though in
tense, force, in the maxim : Impius et crudeli
judtcandus est qui Ithe rtut t mm facet. He is t<
be ad judged impious and cruel who does nol
favor liberty Heading the Constitution iu tin
admonition of these rules, agaiu 1 say Freedon
is national.

Fifthly From a learned judge of the Su
preme Court of the ( oiled States, in an opiuioi
of the Court, we derive the sumo lesson. In
considering the (juestion, whether u State can

prohibit the importation of slaves as merchan
dixe, and whether Congress, in the exercise ol
its power to regulate commerce among tin
States, can interfere with the slave-trade betweenthe States, a principle has been cnun

ciated, which, while protecting the trade from
any intervention of Congress, declares openly
that the Constitution acts upon no man iu

property. i\lr. Justice McLean says: ' 11' slavef
are considered in some of the States as merchandise,that cannot direst them of the lead-
nig una controlling quality ol persons by wind!

they are designated in the Constitution. The
character of property in given them hy tlio locallaw. Tins law in respected, and all right"
under it are protected hy the Federal authorities;but the Constitution acta upon slaves a.<

persons, and not as property." * * * "Tlit
power over Slavery belongs to the States reM[H)ctively.It is local in its character, and in
its effects.''.(Groves v* Slaughter, 15 I'eten
R., 507). Here ugain Slavery in sectional
while Freedom is national.

Sir, such briefly are the rules of interpretationwhich, as applied to the Constitution, till
it with the breath of Freedom,

Driving far ofl oacb thing of «iu and guilt.
To the history and prevailing sentiments of the
times we may turn for further assurance. In
the spirit of' Freedom the Constitution was

formed In this spiritour Fathers always spoke
and acted In this spirit the National Governmentwas first organised under Washington.And here I rocal! a scene, in itself a

touchstone of the jieriod. awd an example fbr
us, urshi which wo may look with pure nationalpride, while we learn anew the relations
of the National Government to Slavery
The Revolution had been accomplished. Tlio

feeble Government of the Confederation had
passed nwav. The Constitution, slowly maturedin a National Convention, discussed bof*L I. J.f l-A - I |
lore inn people, arimami ly lunntrrijr nun

been already adopted. The thirteen States
shanl forth a nation, wherein wan unity withoutconoolidation, and diversity without dincord.The hnpcn of all were anxiotwir hangingupon the new order of things and the
mighty proconniun of c\entn. With signal
unanimity Washington wan chosen President.
Leaving hin home at Mount Vernon, he reKirodto New York, where the Hrnt Congress
d already commenced its session, to assume

hin place an elected Chief of the Republic.
On toe thirtieth of April, 1789, the organizationof the Covrmmrnt wan completed by hin
inauguration. Holering the Senate Chamber,
where the two Mourn* were annemhled, he won

informed that they awaited hin roadmen* to receivethe oath of office Without delay, attendedby the Senatorn and Representatives,
with frienda and men of mark gathered about
him, he moved to the balcony in front of the
edifice. A oountleen multitude, thronging the
open ntreet, and eagerly watching thin great en(KKiaal,

With reverence look on hi* in*j«*tio face,
Proud to be Ion, but of hi* godlike race.

The oath wan administered by the Chancellor
of Now York. At thin time, and in thin presence,beneath the uncovered heavens, Washingtonfirat took thin vow upon hin lipu: ' I do
solemnly nwear that I will faithfully execute
the 4fioe of Preaident of the United Stataa, and
will, to the beet of my ability, preserve, protect,and defend the Constitution of the United
Statea"
Over the President, on thia high occasion,

floated the National Flag, with iu atripee of red

t
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and it* atar* on a field of blue. Ah his f>atriot
eye* rcwted uinm the flowing; ensign, what current*mu»t have rushed swiftly through hi*
soul' In the early dava of the Revolution, in
those darkest hours about Boston, uttor the battleof Bunker Hill, and before the Declaration
of Independence, the thirteen stripes had been
first unfurled by him. as the emblem of Union
nmong the Colonies for She sake of Freedom
By him..at that time, they had been named the
Union Flag Trial, struggle, and war, were
now ended, and the Union, which they first
heralded, was unalterably established. To
every beholder these memories must have been
full of pride and oonsolation. But looking
back upon the scene, there is one circumstance
which, more than all its other associations,
fills the soul.more even than the suggestions
of Union which I prize so much At tiuh

moment, when washington took his first
oath to support the constitution ok the
United States, the National Ensign, nowherewithin the National territory,
covered a single slave. Then, indeed, was

Slavery sectional and Freedom national.
On the sea, an execrable piracy, the trade in

slaves, was still, to the national scandal, toleratedunder the national flag. In the States,
as a sectional institution, beneath the shelter
of loeal laws. Slavery unhappily found a home.
But in the only territories at this time belongingto the Nation, the broad region of the Northwest,it had already, by the Ordinance of Freedom.been made iuqiosaihle, even before the
adoption of the Constitution. The District of
Columbia, with its fatal incumbrance had not
yet been acquired.
The (loverument thus organized was AntiSlaveryin character. Washington was a slaveholder; hut it would he unjust to his memory

not to say that he was an Abolitionist also.
His opinious do not admit of question Only a
short time before the formation of the National
Constitution, lie hail declared, by letter, "that
it was among his first wishes to see some plan
adopted by which Slavery may be aUilished
by law;'" and again, in another letter, "that,
in support of any legislative measure for the
abolition of slavery, his suffrage should not be
wanting;" and still further, in conversation
with a distinguished Kuropean Abolitionist, a

travelling propagandist of Freedom. Brissot dt
Warville, reeently welcomed to Mount Vernon
he had openly announced, that to promote thn
object in Virginia, "he desired the formation
of a SociKTV, and that ho would second it.'
By this authentic testimony, he take* his place
with the early patrons of Abolition societies.
By the side of Washington, as standing lie'neath the national flag he swore to support

the Constitution, wore illustrious men. whose
lives and recorded words now rise in judgment.There was John Adams. <he Vice President.greatvindicator and final negotiator
of our national independence.whose soul,
flaming with freedom, broke forth in the early
declaration that "consenting to Slavery is a

sacrilegious breach of trust,'' and whose iinuiiti-
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the diversities of religious laith, it is instructive
to observe the general accord. The Quakers first
bore their testimony. At the adoption of the
Constitution their whole body, under the early
teaching of George Fox, and by the crowning
exertions of Henexct and Woolman, liad become
an organised hand of Abolitionist*, penetrated
by the conviction that it was unlawful to hold
a fellow-man in bondage. The Methodists,
numerous, earnest, and faithful, never ceased by
th'-ir preachers to proclaim the same truth.
Their rules in I7HH denounced in formal language"the buying or selling of bodies and
souls of men, women, and children, with un intentionto enslave them." The words of their
great apostle, John Wesley, were constantly
related On the eve of tlio National Convention,the burning tract was circulated in which
he exposes American slavery as the "vilest'' of
the world."sueh Slavery as is not found
among the Turks at Algiers''.and, after declaring" liberty the birthright of every human
creature, of which no human law can deprive
him.' ho pleads: "If, therefore, you have any
regard to justice, (to sav nothing of mercy or
the revealed law of God.) render unto all their
.1... i:» ».. »i
uuu- ijivu iiiwujf w iiwiii him"i vy in uur, nun

in, to every child of man, to every partaker of
hunuin nature." At the H&ine time, the Preehytcriana.u powerful religious Ixnly, umpired
by the principle* of John Calvin, in more moderatelanguage, hut hy a public act, recorded
their judgment, recommending "to all the peopleunder their care to uae the moat prudent
measurer* conamtent with the interest and
the state of civil society, to procure eventually
tkr Jinal abolition of Slavery in America." The
(^mgregationaliMta of New Kogland, also of the
faith of John Calvin, and with the hatred of
Slavery belonging to the grcut non-conformist,
Richard Baiter, wore sternly united aguiuMt
thia wrong A* early us 177«, Samuel Hopkina,their eminent leader and divine, published
bia tract showing it to be tlic Duty aud Intertercetof the Auiericau State* to r.mancipate
all their African slave*. and declariug that
"Slavery ia in every inatanco wrong, uuri^hteoun,aud oppressive.a very great and crying
ain.there being nothing of the kind equal to
it on tho face of tho earth '' And, in 1791,

galile Hostility u> tins wrong nan rwen inane immortalin liia doj^ndauts. There also wn* a

companion in ar^^^nd attached friend, of inicomparable genius. the yet youthful Hamilton,
who. an a member of the Abolition Society of
New York, had only recently united in a

rtolemn petition lor those who. ''though free by
the laws of God, are held in Slavery by (hi latcs
of the Slate." There, too. was a nohle spirit,
the ornament of his country, the exemplar of

f courage, truth, and virtue, who, like the sun,
ever held an unerring course, John Jay. Filliing the important post of Minister of Foreign
Affairs under the Confederation, he found time
to organize the Abolition Society of New York
and to act ns its President until, by the noini
nation of Washington, ho became Chief.)ustief

j of Urn United Kimcs in Uln sight SJavcry Wat
. an "iniquity," "a sin of crimson dye," agains
a which ministers of the gospel should testify, nn<
!. which the Government should seek in every vs a1

to abolish '-Were 1 in the Legislature," h
(i wrote, "I would present a bill for this purpos
: with great care, and 1 would never cease tnovinj
r it till it became a law or I ceased to he a ineni
s her. Till America comes into this measure
<i her prayers to Heaven will he impious."
) Hut they were not alone. The convictiom
s and earnest aspirations of the country wer»

with them. At the North these were hroac
s and general. At the South they found fervid
) utterance from slaveholders. By early and
t precocious efforts for "total emancipation." thf
i Author id' the Declaration of Indo|>endenc<!
i placed himself foremost among the Abolitionistsof the land. In language now familiar to

all. and which can never die, he perpetually
denounced Milwry. Ho ex[N»eu its perineum*
influences ii|M>ri muster an well as slave; declaredthat the love of justice and the Jove ol
country pleaded squally for the slave, and that
the "abolition of domestic slavery was the
greatest object of desire." lie believed that
the "sacred side was gaining daily recruits,"
and confidently hsiked to the young (or the
accomplishment of this good work In fitful
sympathy with Jctfemon was another honored
son of Virginia, the Orator of Lilierty. Patrick
llcnry, who, while confessing that he was a

master of slaves, said: "1 will not, I cannot
justify it. However culpable my conduct, I
will so far pay my devoir to virtue, as to own
the excellence and rectitude of her precepts,
and lament my want of conformity to them."
At this verv period, in the Legislature of Maryland,on a bill for the relief of oppressed slaves,
a young man, afterwards by his consummate
learning and forensic {towers the tick nowleged
head of the American bar. William Pinknoy,
in a sjM'ech of earnest, truthful eloquence.letterfar for his memory than his transcendent
professional fame.branded Slavery as iniquitousand most dishonorable " "founded in a

disgraceful traffic;" "an shameful iri its con1tinuance as in its origin " and he openly declared,that, " by the eternal principles of naturaljustice, no master in the State has a right
to hold his slave in bondage a single hour."
Thus at this time spoke the Nation. The
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shortly after the adoption of tho Constitution,
the second Jonathan Edwards, a twice-honored
name, in an elaborate discourse often published,
called upon his country, "in the present blaze
of light "

on the injustice of Slavery, to prepare
tho way for "its total nliolitian." This he
gladly thought at hand. "If we judge of tho futureby the past,' said the celebrated preacher.
" within fifty years from this tiine.it w ill be
us shameful for a nian to hold a negro slave as

to be guilty of common robbery or theft."
Thus, at this time, the Church, in harmony

with the Nation, hy its leading denominations,
Quakers. MethodistR, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists,thundered against Slavery.
TheCoLLKUKs were in unison with the Church.
Harvard University spoke bv the voice of Massachusetts,which had already alsdished Slavery.Dartmouth College, by one of its learned

[trofemors, claimed for the slaves "equal priviegeswith the whites.'' Vale College by its
President tho eminent divine, Ezra Stiles, becamethe head of the Abolition Society of Connecticut.And the University of William and
Mary, in Virginia, testified its sympathy with
this canst* at this \prv time hv conferrintr oishi

Granville Sharp, the acknowledged chief of
Briti>h Abolitionist*. the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws.
The Literature of the land, such a* then

existed, agreed with the Nation, the Church
and the College. Franklin, in the lant literary
labor of his life; Jefferson, in his Notes on Virginia:Barlow, in his measured verse: Hush, in
a work which inspired the praise of Clarkson;the ingenious author of the Algerine
Captive. the earliest American novel, and
though now hut little known, one of the earliestAmerican books republished in London.
were all moved by the contemplation of Slavery."If our fellow-eitiiens of the Southern
States are deaf to the pleadings of nature." the
latter exclaims in his work. "I wdl conjure
them, for the sake of consistency, to cease to
deprive their fellow-creatures of freedom, which
their writers, their orators, representatives, and
senators, and even their constitution of Government,have declared to be the inalienable
birthright of man."

Such, sir, at the adoption of the Constitution
and at the first organization of the National

» Government, was the out-spoken, unequivocal
(

heart of the country. Slavery was abhorred
< Like the slave trade, it was regarded as temiporary; and, by many, it was supposed that

they would both disapftear together Voices
of Freedom filled the air. The patriot, the
Christian, the scholar, the writer, vied in loytyto this cause. All were Abolitionists.

Glance now at the earliest Congress under
the Constitution. From various quarters memorialswere presented to this body against
Slavery. Among these was one from the Abo-
iilit'll kjwit'iy ui vu^iiiui, niifrnu piiivcry

pronounced 'not only an odious degradation,
but an outrageouH violation ol' one of the moat
essential right* of liuiuun nature, and utterly
repugnant to the precept* of the (io*pol.v
Still another, of a more important character,
came from the Abolition Society of lVnnsylvauia,and km signed by Benjamin Franklin, a?.

President. This venerable man. whose active
life hod been devoted to tho welfare of mankindat homo and abroad.who. ludh a* philosopherand statesman, had arrested the admitation of the world.who had ravished the
lightning from the skies and the sceptre from
a tyrant-.w ho, as a member of the Continental
Congress, had set his name to the Declaration
of Indeitendenoe, and, as a member of the NationalConvention, luul again set his name to
the Constitution.in whom more, perhaps, than
in any other person, was embodied the true
spirit of American institutions, at once practi.cal and humane.than whom no one could he

4 more ftimiliar with the purposes and aspirattions of the founders.this veteran, eighty-four
1 years of age, within a few months of his death.
y now appeared by petition at the hur of thut

Congress, whose powers he had helped to deetine and establish. This was the last polit'cal
pp act of his long life. Listen now to the prayer
i. of Franklin:
t. Your memorialists, particularly engaged in at

tending to the distresses arising from Slavery, ho
H lieve it to ho their indispensable duty to present tins

Mihieet to your notice. They hate observed with
real Ml infliction that many important and salutaryI power* are vested in you for promoting the welfare
and securing the blessings of liberty to the people of
the IJnitod States; and as they roneeivo that these
blessings ought rightfully to be administered, without
iliMtiurtinn ofmlor, to all descriptions of people, so

thru toilillft thrmsr/vrs to thr ji/msing tr/s rtotion,
that nothing whirh run hr t/onr for thr rrhrf of thr
n nhn/i/n/ ohjrrts of thnr ran will hr rithrr nmiltfil 01

thhiynl." " I'nder those impressions, they earnestly
entreat your serious attention to the subject of Sin
very; tint i/oii will he ii/r,isrtl to ron ntrnnnrr tinmtomhoiiof hhrrtu to those nnhiiiiiiu writ, who n/oiii,
111 t/lis /run/ of l'rert/oni, mr i/reim/cl into /in/»I mil
humliter, mid who, amidst thu gi'iirrnl joy of surroundingfreemen. urc groaning in servile subjection tlinl
yoii will prouioto mercy and justicu towards thin dis
tressod raoo and that iymi in// Urn in thr en n iwti,
of'thr jMiirrr veilnl in tfon fn Ii />'CO Irl{Ad IIV(i
mil/ Sfmrirl of traffic ill the jnruiiilt of inn ft/loir
men.''

important words! In themselves u key-note
of the times. From his grave Franklin seems
still to call upon Congress to step to the very
vtrpr of the powers vested in it to discourage
Slavery and. in making this prayer, he proclaimsthe true national policy of the Fathers
Not encouragement, hut discouragement of
Slavery was their rule.

Sir, onough has l»een said to show the sentimentwhich, like a vital air, surrounded the
National Government as it stepped into being
in the face of this history, and in the absence
of any positive sanction, it is absurd to suppose
that Slavery, which under the Confederation
was merely sectional, was now constituted a
national institution. Hut there is yet another
link in the argument.

In the discussions which took place in the
local conventions on the adontion id' tin- Con-
titution, ii *en*itive desire wiim manifested to
surround nil |iersonii under the Constitution
Willi itdditioiiul sufeguufds Fears wereexpressedfrom tin* supposed indelinitenes* of
some of the jHiworw conceded to the National
(Government, and also from the absence of a

Hill of Right* Massachusetts, on ratifying
the Constitution, proponed a series of amendmenU,at the head of which was thin, characteri*«d by Samuel Adam*, in the Convention,
as "a nummary of a Hill of Rights:"
"Tlmi it bo explicitly declare-d, that all power* not

oxpre*»ly delegated by tin aforesaid Confutation nro

lourvml to tlio several fttalo*, In In- l>y them oxerclued."
Virginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina,with ininoritien in Pennsylvania and Maryland,united in thin proportion. In pursunnreof thene recommendation*. the first Congressprenentcd for ailoption the following article,which, being ratified by a proper number
of State*, became a part of the Constitution, nn
the loth amendment:
"The power* nut delegated to the United State* by

the Constitution, nor prohibited hy it to the State*,
are reserved to the State* respectively or to the poopie."
Stronger wonln could nut he employed to
limit tho power under the Constitution, and to

protect to people from all assumption* of the
National Government, puticularly in ileru^alinnof Frttdom. It* guardian character coinmendedit to the sagaciou* mi ml of JeU'erson.
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ntotio of tho Constitution of the United States
to bo laid ujsm tlio tenth article of tho amendments."And .Samuel Adams, ever watchful
for Freedom, said : "It removes a doubt which
many have entertained respecting the matter,
and gives assurance that, it any law made by
the federal Government shall be extended l«eyondthe (tower granted by the Conatitution,
and inconsistent with the Constitution of this
State, it will be an error, and adjudged by the
courts of law to be void "

beyond all question the National Government,ordained by the Constitution, ia not generalor univeraal; but special and particular.
It is a Government of limited powers. It has
no power which is not delegated. Especiallyis tnis clear with regard to an institution like
Slavery. The Constitution contains no powur
to make a King or to support ki*»xly rule.
With eiinilar reason it may be said, that it
contains no power to make a slave or to sup-

" *
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port a «y4em of Slavery The ahaencc of all
such j«iwer is hardly more clear in one caee
man in me oiner.

At the r.-k of repetition. but for the wake of
elonrness, review n<>w thin argument. and
gather it together. Considering that Slavery
is of Mich an offensive character that it can
find sanction only in "positive law.'' and that
it ha* no Mieh " positive" sanction in th» Constitution:that the Constitution, according to
its Preamble, was ordained ' to establish justice"and "secure the blessings of lilierty;"
that, in the Convention which framed it and
also elsewhere at the time, it was declared not
to sanction Slavery: that uccording to the
Declaration of Independence and the Address
of the Continental Congress, the Nation was
dedicated to "liberty " and the " rights ol humannature;'' that, according to the principles
of the common law. the Constitution must be
interpreted openly, actively, and perpetually,
for Freedom that, according to the decision
of the Supreme Court, it acts u|h>ii sluvee. not
u« property, hut as i kksons that, at the first
organization of the National Government under
Washington. Slavery had no national favor,
und existed nowhere beneath the national flag
or on the national territory, hut was openly
condemned by the Nation, the Church, the
Colleges, and Literature of the time; and, finally.that, according to an Amendment of the
Constitution, the National Government can only
exercise powers delegated to it. among which |
uirrv i« none m support Slavery i»*ri11,
these things, sir. it is impossible to avoid the
single conclusion that Slavery is in no respect
a national institution, and that the Constitutionnowhere upholds property in man.

But then' is one other special provision of the
Constitution, which I have reserved to this
stage, not so much from its superior importance,hut liecauN' it may filly stand hy itself
This alone, if practically applied, would carry
Freedom to all within its influence. It is an
amendment proponed hy the first Congress, as
follows:
"N<> /*rvi// shall he deprives! ef lifo, liberty, or

^

property, without Hue /unrest ot laic.'
I'nder this irgis the liberty of every personwithin the national jurisdiction is unequivocallyplaced 1 say of every person. Of" this
there can he no question The word " person "

in the Constitution embraces every human
being within its sphere, whether Caucasian,
Indian, or African, from the President to the
slave Show me a js»rson, no matter what his
condition, or race, or color, within the national
jurisdiction, and I confidently claim for him
this protection. The naturai meaning of the
clause is clear, hut a single fact of its historyplaces it in the broad light of noon. As originallyrecommended by North Carolina and
Virginia, it was restrained to the freeman. Its
language was, 41 No freeman ought to bo deprivedof his life, liberty, or pnqmrty, hut by
the law of the land." In rejecting this limitation.the authors of the amendment revealed
their purine, that no person, under the NationalGovernment, of whatever eharacter,
shall he deprived of liberty without due process
of law: that is, without due presentment, in 1
dictmcnt, or other judicial proceedings Hero I
hy this Amendment is an express guaranty of |
Personal Liberty, and un express prohibition
against itn invasion anywhere, lit least within
the national jurisdiction

Sir. apply these principles, and Slavery will
again he as when Washington took his first
oath as President. The Union Flag of the Republicwill become once more the Hag of Freedom,and at all points within the national jurisdictionwill refuse to cover a slave Beneath its
beneficent folds, wherever it is carried, on land
or sea, Slavery will disappear, like darkness
under the arrows of the ascending sun.like
the Spirit ol Kvil before the Angel of the Lord.

In all national territories Slavery will be
impossible.
On the high seas, under the national fiug,

Slavery will be impossible.
In the District of Columbia Slavery will instantlycease.

Inspired bv these principles, Congress can

give no sanction to Slavery by the admission
of new Slaves States.
Nowhere under the Constitution, can the »

Nation, by legislation or otherwise, supfsirt
Slavery, hunt slaves, or hold property in man

Such, sir, are my sincere convictions. Accordingto the Constitution, as I understand
it, in the light of the Past and of its true principles,there is no other conclusion which is
rational or tonahlo; which does not defy tho
authoritative rules of interpretation; which
does not falsify indisputable facts of history;
which does not alfront the public opinion in

which it had its birth and which does not dishonortho memory of tho Fathers And yet
these convictions are now placed under formal
ban by politicians of the hour. The generous
sentiments which filled the early patriots, and
which impressed upon the Go\ornmeut thoy
founded, as upon the coin they circulated, tho
image and superscription of Liberty, have
lost their power. The slave-masters, few in
numhor. amounting to about 300 000, accordingto the recent census, have succeeded in
dictating the policy of the National Government,and have written St.AVi.nv on its front.
Ami now an arrogant and unrelenting ostracismis applied, not only to all who express
themselves against Slavery, hut to every mini
who is unwillinir to lie the menial of Slaverv
A novel tent (or office in introduced, which
would have excluded all the FttthcrH of the
Republic.even Wanhington. Jefferson, and
Franklin ! Yes, hit. Startling it may Ih«; but
indisputable. Could these revered demigod*
of !ii*tory once again descend upon earth,
and mingle in our affairs, not one of thein
could receive a nomination from the National
Convention of either of the two old |*>litical
partiea ! Out of the oonviotiona of their heart*
and tlie utterance* of thoir 1 i|>h against Slaverythey would he condemned.

This single fact reveal* the extent to which
the National Government ha* departed from
it* true course and its great exutnple*. For
inytM-lf, I know no hotter aim under the ConHiitution,than to bring the Government hack
to the preciae portion on this question which
it occupied on the auspicious morning of it*
fir*t organization under Washington ;

Curou# ituraro
Rulicto*,

that the sentiment* ot the Father* may again
Iircvail with our ruler*, and that the National
lag may nowhere shelter slavery.
To such a* count thin aspiration unrea*nnnhlclet me commend a renowned and life-giving

precedent of Kngli*h history. A* early a* tho
day* of (Juoen Klizabeth, a courtier had boastedthat the air of Kngland wa* too pure for a

Hinvr in unmilif, iiiiu biaci;uiuiu»u im» nu^ ni»m

to forbid Nlnvery And yet in the face of thin
vaunt, kindred to that of our Father**, and to

truly honorable, fluvei* were introduced from
the Went IndifM. The cuntom of nlnvery gradiiullyprevailed. It* |x*itiv« legality waa nffiriacd,in prnfoaaional opinion*, by two eminent
lawyer*, Talbot and \ urke, each afterward*
Lord Chancellor. It waa uImi affirmed on the
bunch by the latter as Lord Hardwicke. Knglandwa* already a Slave State. The follow
ing advertisement, copied from a London ncwapaper,the Public Advtiti\erf of Nov. 22d,
17t»9, *hew* that the journula there were disfiguredaa some of our*, even in the District of
Columbia:

" To ho told, * black girl, tho proporty of J. It,
ulevun yuan of ago, who ut oxtrcinoly handy, work*
at bur uoudlu tolerably, and apeak* English |*irfootly
well; ia of an uxoullont tempor and willing dlapoai
ti'in. Enquire of her Owner at tho Angul Inn, behind
St. Clement a Church, in tho Strand."

At last, only three year* after this advertisement,in 1772, the aingle question of the legalityof Slavery was preaented to Lord MMaficId, on a writ of Habtiu Curput. A poor negro,named Somernett, brought to Kngiand na

it aluve, became ill, aqd with an inhumanity
disgraceful even to alavery, waa turned adriil
upon the world Through the aharity of an

oatimable man, the eminent Abolitioniat, GranvilleHharpe, he w aa restored to health, when
hia unfeeling and avarioiou* master again
claimed him aa a bondman. The claim wan

repelled. After an elaborate and protracted


